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George proposal adopted into DCH budget 
 
 
LANSING – The Senate Appropriations Department of Community Health Subcommittee has 
adopted into the Medicaid budget a proposal by Sen. Tom George to create incentives for healthy 
behavior by Medicaid recipients. With George’s proposed changes, the state could use its public 
health budget to create a healthier Michigan. 
 
“In Michigan, we smoke more and are less active than our counterparts in most other states,” 
said George, R-Texas Township. “Unhealthy behavior accounts for at least 25 percent of all 
health care costs. Medicaid is in need of reform that will make people healthier and control 
costs.” 
 
While Medicaid appropriations have risen 30 percent over the past four years, state 
appropriations to public universities have fallen 11 percent and revenue sharing to local 
governments has been cut 28 percent. In her budget for the coming fiscal year, the governor 
proposes increasing Medicaid’s general fund allocation another half a billion dollars, or 23 
percent over current year funding.   
 
Medicaid now covers over 1.4 million people, or nearly one in every seven Michigan residents.    
 
The DCH budget is pending review by the full Senate Appropriations Committee. 
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